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BACKGROUND: POLITICAL RADICALIZATION AND DEBATES ON A “LYING PRESS” IN GERMANY 

Source: dpa



COST Action , Tuebingen 2017, 28-30 July | T. Schultz, M. Ziegele, N. Jackob, C. Schemer & O. Quiring | Johannes Gutenberg-University of Mainz | 3

BACKGROUND: POLITICAL RADICALIZATION AND DEBATES ON A “LYING PRESS” IN GERMANY 

Sources: dpa



COST Action , Tuebingen 2017, 28-30 July | T. Schultz, M. Ziegele, N. Jackob, C. Schemer & O. Quiring | Johannes Gutenberg-University of Mainz | 4

BACKGROUND: POLITICAL RADICALIZATION AND DEBATES ON A “LYING PRESS” IN GERMANY 

Sources: dpa



COST Action , Tuebingen 2017, 28-30 July | T. Schultz, M. Ziegele, N. Jackob, C. Schemer & O. Quiring | Johannes Gutenberg-University of Mainz | 5

Quelle:  Ephramac (2016):  Teilnehmer einer Pegida-Demo in Frankfurt. Made available under the Creative Commons Attribution 2.0 Generic license, 
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/7/78/Pegida_Banner%2C_L%C3%BCgenpresse_Banner.jpg, 20.06.2016.

Source: Ordercrazy (2016):  TinFoilHat. Made available under the Creative Commons CC0 1.0 Universal 
Public Domain Dedication, https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:30C3_TinFoil-Hat_02.jpg, 20. June 2016.

„Lying Press“-Believers = Tinfoil Hat-Wearers?

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:30C3_TinFoil-Hat_02.jpg
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Questions

BELIEF IN CT,  TRUST IN MEDIA AND POLITICAL RADICALISATION

» RQ 1: A) How widespread are CT in Germany? B) How widespread is 
media cynicism in Germany?

» RQ 2: Is there an association between belief in CT and media cynicism / 
trust in media?

» RQ 3: A) Are believers of CT and people who are cynical about the 
media also radical in their political views? B) What are general 
characteristics of believers in CT?

Method

» Representative survey (telephone), fall 2016
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RQ1: A) HOW WIDESPREAD ARE CT IN GERMANY?
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RQ 1: B) HOW WIDESPREAD IS MEDIA CYNICISM IN GERMANY?
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The dark triangle…

RQ 2: ASSOCIATIONS BETWEEN BELIEF IN CT AND MEDIA TRUST/CYNICISM?

Beliefs in CT 
(5 = high)

Media Cynicism
(5 = high)

.52***

General Media 
Trust
(5 = high)

-.29*** -.49***

*** p < .001
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RQ 3 A): RADICAL ALSO IN THEIR POLITICAL VIEWS?
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RQ 3 B): GENERAL 
CHARACTERISTICS /
FACTORS
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